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Abstract

In light of the adoption of the 2013 Criminal Procedure Code, with subsequent amendments, and
in the context of Article 4 of this law, the presumption of innocence has been established, and
proving the criminality of actions requires the presentation of court-admissible evidence.
However, the main question of this research is whether "judicial authorities, based on the
prevailing social norms, have unrestricted discretion in collecting evidence." Undoubtedly, the
judicial authority has full independence in uncovering evidence and conducting investigations
related to the case, but does this independence extend to unrestricted freedom in evidence
collection? In criminal matters, the judge's personal conviction directly impacts the verdict. The
judge’s conscience will be persuaded by the evidence, so judges are required to collect evidence
freely to issue a just ruling. However, this freedom is not absolute, and it must not violate human
dignity. This article uses a descriptive-library-based method and refers to primary sources, sacred
books, articles, theses, and library references to examine the views of the divine prophets and
prophecies in Abrahamic religions. It appears that the principle of freedom in collecting evidence
in the Iranian criminal system is a relative concept, as in some crimes, evidence collection is
unrestricted, while in other crimes, evidence collection is deemed unlawful and illegal. Therefore,
judges must assess the evidence carefully in light of the crime committed and evaluate the
legitimacy or illegitimacy of the evidence. If the evidence is unlawful, it should not be given effect.
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