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Abstract

With the advent of information technology, the traditional concept of a document has transformed,
and the "electronic document™ has emerged as an intangible counterpart to paper documents.
Following modern systems, the Iranian legal system has also legislated in this area, granting legal
validity to electronic documents and clarifying their conditions. This research, in a descriptive-
analytical manner, delves into the legal foundations of the acceptance of electronic documents in
Iranian and Turkish law, the formal and substantive conditions of their validity, the evidentiary
value of these documents in judicial authorities, as well as the regulations related to electronic
signatures, their types, and the legal effects thereof. The aim of this research is to identify the
strengths and weaknesses of the legal approaches of each of these countries in dealing with this
emerging legal phenomenon. Comparing the relevant laws and regulations of both legal systems
in the field of developing and streamlining the use of electronic documents and signatures can
pave the way for the exchange of experiences and the provision of suggestions for improving and
harmonizing laws to facilitate e-commerce and reduce costs and time in conducting transactions
and information exchanges. Furthermore, this research can contribute to a better understanding of
the legal and technical requirements for the use of these modern tools in the digital space for
economic actors and legal professionals in both countries. The research findings indicate that both
legal systems, influenced by technological advancements, have enacted laws to recognize and
validate electronic documents and signatures. However, a comparative analysis of existing laws
reveals differences in the details regarding the formal and substantive conditions for the
acceptance of these electronic evidences, the level of their legal validity compared to traditional
documents, as well as the related executive and judicial mechanisms. Consequently, the main
challenge in both countries is ensuring the authenticity and immutability of the content of
electronic documents, which creates difficulties in private law for creating transactions and in civil
procedure for proving them, necessitating legal and technical mechanisms.
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