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Abstract

Increasing the use of marine areas and international waterways in the extraction, production and
transportation of oil has led to serious concerns regarding the application of preventive legal-
environmental mechanisms to preserve and maintain the marine environment. In this regard, so
far, the international responsibility regarding the environment and possible damage to it has only
been towards the commitment of the governments, and this is while the exploitation of the sea and
its environment is actually done by multinational companies. Based on this, in this research, which
is organized in a descriptive-analytical method, the main question is whether it is possible to
transfer responsibility from governments to multinational companies. And how can the "polluter
pays" principle help to strengthen the environmental responsibility of multinational companies in
the oil industry? In this regard, it was found that the governments have been able to block the
financial accounts of companies accused of marine environmental damage through the
mechanisms available in the National Treasury Department, and as a result, they have made it
possible to apply the principle of paying the polluter in compensation and provide environmental
protection in the oil industry.
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1. environmental responsibility

2. international environmental law

3. multinationals

4. the polluter pays principle

5. IDDRI’s workshop (march 2012); p.1.
6. damage
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3. Vienna Convention on Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage of 1963 and the Paris Convention on Third Party
Liability in the Field of Nuclear Energy of 1960, both of these linked by a Joint Protocol adopted in 1988. The
Paris Convention was later added to by the 1963 Brussels Supplementary Convention.
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4. the international tribunal for the law of the sea (ITLOS)
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1. the seabed disputes chamber of the international tribunal for the law of the sea.

2. Principle 15: In order to protect the environment, the precautionary approach shall be widely applied by
States according to their capabilities. Where there are threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of full
scientific certainty shall not be used as a reason for postponing cost-effective measures to prevent
environmental degradation.

3. precaution
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1. he united nations economic commission for europe
2. british petroleum

3. total

4. deepwater horizon

5. erika
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5. The French coast of Brittany OPC (1999), ‘Erika Oil Tanker Break-up & Spill Incident’, Report of the
International Qil Pollution Compensation Funds (IOPC) 12 December 1999, updated 9 May 2011.
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