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Abstract

The Convention on the Legal Status of the Caspian Sea, consisting of 24 articles, was signed in
August 2018 during the Fifth Summit of the Caspian Sea Littoral States in Aktau, Kazakhstan, by
the heads of state of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Russia, Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, and
Turkmenistan. However, according to Article 22, its enforcement is contingent upon ratification.
The instruments of ratification will be deposited with the Republic of Kazakhstan, which acts as
the depository of the convention. The convention will enter into force on the date the depository
receives the fifth instrument of ratification. Notably, this convention has not yet been ratified by
the Iranian Parliament. It is important to recognize that significant provisions in the convention,
aimed at facilitating its acceptance, remain ambiguous and unresolved, with their determination
deferred to future protocols. The fact that maritime boundaries and territorial waters have not been
explicitly defined in the convention appears to be a major weakness.
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1. United States Department of State, Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific
Affairs, Limits in the Seas, No. 114, March 16, 1994, Iran’s Maritime Claims, 15: “The first sentence of article
9 is objectionable. The LOS Convention does not permit a coastal State to require a foreign vessel to seek
prior authorization of, or notification to, the coastal State as a condition of conducting innocent passage
through its territorial sea.”
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