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Abstract

Taking into account the requirements of collective medicinal benefit, countries may choose to
engage in domestic laws related to conclusion and validity of contracts as well as the scope of their
effects in order to adjust contractual freedoms. At the international level, one of the derivatives of
the principle of free will which has come to be known as the right to free competition (as opposed
to the right to intellectual property) has had destructive effects on access to medicine as a human
right, the significance of which has dramatically increased with the outbreak of Covid-19 pandemic
in 2019. Taking this into account, governments adopt different methods to impose restrictions on
freedom of will in order to improve the public health of the society and to provide the ground for
formulation of coordinated and systematic combat plans against diseases such as Covid-19. The
present study was an attempt to review Iran's domestic laws and international documents that can
impose restrictions on freedom of will in the field of public health (as during the outbreak of the
Corona virus). The results indicate that in international law, restrictions on freedom of will are
usually imposed with respect to collective interests (the need to protect public interests) and
prohibition of the abuse of rights. As for Covid-19 pandemic, the need to have universal access to
the vaccine and effective drugs against the disease makes sense with respect to the theory of social
contract, and convinces human rights bodies to lend more weight to the idea of social responsibility
of companies producing Covid-19 vaccine and drugs.
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