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Abstract

In the modern landscape of digital commerce, electronic service contracts, due to their unique
nature, encounter complex legal challenges. One such issue is the early performance of contractual
obligations, which may result in a breach of contractual terms or disruption of contractual balance.
This article examines the remedies arising from early performance in electronic service contracts,
with a focus on Iranian law and international instruments such as the UNIDROIT Principles and
the United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods (CISG). Although
Iranian law lacks explicit provisions on this matter, general legal principles—such as pacta sunt
servanda, the prohibition of harm (la zarar), and party autonomy—provide possible solutions for
addressing the liability of the obligor performing prematurely. In international law, the principle
of performance at the agreed time governs; thus, early performance may be regarded as a breach,
entailing remedies such as contract termination, damages, or rejection of the goods/services.
Ultimately, the paper argues that the acceptance or rejection of early performance should be
assessed in light of the type of contract, the parties’ intentions, and its practical consequences, and
it proposes clearer regulation of this issue within the Iranian legal system.
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