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Abstract

One of the neglected concepts in contemporary society is altruism, namely the prioritization of
public interest over personal benefit, or in other words, the fading of the culture of self-sacrifice
and martyrdom. What do altruism, benevolence, martyrdom, and self-sacrifice mean
conceptually? What role do these notions play in human perfection and the prosperity of society?
Which approaches should be adopted to promote and institutionalize these principles?

This study employs a descriptive—analytical method based on library research. The findings
indicate that in jurisprudence and law derived from the Qur’an, altruism, jihad, and martyrdom
are presented as exalted human values that lead to spiritual proximity, felicity, and the attainment
of divine presence (liqa’ Allah). The revelation of verses related to these concepts occurred after
the establishment and expansion of Islam in Medina, at a time when believers had become morally
adorned with elevated human virtues. This fact reflects the eminent status of these concepts within
Islamic culture. Moreover, in order to encourage and promote the culture of altruism and self-
sacrifice, the Almighty God, in the Noble Qur’an, refers to concrete and exemplary instances of
such conduct.
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