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Abstract

Informed consent, as one of the fundamental principles of medical law, represents the intersection
of patient autonomy and the professional responsibility of physicians. Full disclosure of treatment
risks and potential complications is a prerequisite for the legitimacy of any medical intervention.
Failure or negligence in providing such information exposes physicians to civil, criminal, and
professional liability, creating complex practical and legal challenges. This study, employing an
analytical-descriptive and comparative approach, examines the "disclosable risk™ standard within
Iranian law and compares it with international standards. The findings indicate that the
combination of the objective (reasonable patient) and subjective (individual patient characteristics
and preferences) standards in Iranian law effectively facilitates informed consent, with disclosure
of material information, rare but severe risks, and alternative treatment options playing a decisive
role. Comparative analysis with French jurisprudence emphasizes that disclosure of serious and
foreseeable risks, with the burden of proof on the physician, is a core principle of patient rights
protection. Finally, the proposed three-layer model for evaluating physician liability—
encompassing the reasonable patient, the subjective patient, and professional conduct—provides
a coherent, predictable, and legally grounded framework for determining responsibility in cases
of non-disclosure, alongside recommendations for drafting clear legal guidelines aligned with
patient rights protection.
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4. material risks
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