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Abstract

In recent decades, increasing attention has been paid to start-ups, particularly those engaged in
social innovation, as an effective tool for economic and social development in deprived regions.
This study aims to analyze policies related to the development of start-ups based on social
innovation and to examine the role of intellectual property rights in supporting and strengthening
social innovation in digital start-ups operating in deprived areas of Iran. Social innovation, through
creating structural changes, promoting social justice, and strengthening public participation, can
provide the foundation for sustainable and long-term impacts in society. Start-ups operating in
deprived regions can also rely on local needs and utilize available resources to design and establish
sustainable business models. The scalability and institutionalization of such businesses are among
the key factors in creating systemic and sustainable change, and their realization requires
flexibility, effective participation of local communities, and a focus on creating social value. In
addition to examining the development of social start-ups, this study also explains the role of
intellectual property rights in supporting and strengthening these innovations. The analysis of
successful start-up cases in deprived regions and the evaluation of the impact of the intellectual
property system on their growth and sustainability show that the existence of an efficient legal
framework can facilitate the innovation process and strengthen entrepreneurial motivation in these
areas. The intellectual property system, as a fundamental component of the innovation cycle, also
plays a significant role in fostering creativity, enhancing knowledge, and advancing technology.
The research method adopted in this study is library-based and relies on descriptive content
analysis. It has been conducted through inference and examination of authentic scientific sources,
including books, articles, documents, and reliable records. The study seeks to explain the
connection between the fields of management and law in the context of social innovation and to
answer the question of how intellectual property rights can support innovation in digital
technologies.
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