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Abstract

Rapid transformations in the global commercial environment and the instability of prices have led
many economic actors—particularly in the fields of fast-moving consumer goods, technology-
based services, and transportation—to move away from long-term contracts and increasingly rely
on short-term contractual arrangements. This study adopts an analytical approach to examine the
legal nature of short-term contracts within the framework of international commercial law, their
advantages compared to long-term contracts, and the distinctions between these two types of
agreements. It further seeks to clarify the position of short-term contracts within international
commercial practice. The findings indicate that, under Iranian law, long-term contracts are not
recognized as an independent legal category and are not governed by specific regulations;
consequently, contracts that are long-term in practice are subject solely to the general rules of
contract law set out in the Civil Code. The study also demonstrates that short-term contracts
enhance flexibility in commercial relationships, reduce transaction and enforcement costs,
facilitate market entry for small and medium-sized enterprises, and promote contractual
transparency. In commercial relations, trust plays a fundamental role. By enabling continuous
performance assessment, short-term contracts foster transparency, good faith, and the gradual
development of trust, ultimately contributing to more stable and sustainable commercial
relationships. Therefore, short-term contracts not only respond effectively to the demands of
modern international trade but also serve as a mechanism for trust-building between contracting
parties.
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1. the ICC expedited procedure

2. ICC dispute resolution bulletin
3. expedited / fasttrack arbitration
4. World trade organization (WTO)
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