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Abstract

Wetlands constitute some of the most valuable ecosystems on the planet. The necessity of
conserving and safeguarding these ecosystems led governments and international bodies to
establish the Ramsar Convention in 1970 (1349 SH), aimed at the protection and sustainable
management of internationally significant wetlands. As one of the most prominent environmental
treaties—and the only global convention dedicated exclusively to wetlands—the Ramsar
Convention obliges all member states, including Iran, to ensure the wise and sustainable use of
their wetlands.

Bakhtegan Wetland is among Iran’s significant wetlands and is also designated under the Ramsar
Convention. Despite this international commitment, Bakhtegan Wetland faces severe degradation
due to multiple factors, including government inaction, prolonged drought, excessive allocation
of national lands for agricultural expansion, unsustainable agricultural practices, and the
construction of dams without coordination with the Department of Environment, among other
causes. These pressures have resulted in the inclusion of Bakhtegan Wetland on the Montreux
Record, a list of wetlands under critical threat.

Accordingly, the principal aim of the present study is to identify the key legal challenges and
propose legal strategies for enabling income generation from Bakhtegan Wetland. The research
employs an exploratory—analytical methodology, using content analysis and inductive reasoning,
with data gathered and examined through library-based sources. Findings indicate that a set of
legal mechanisms exists which—when implemented alongside the region’s ecological
capacities—can provide practical solutions to local unemployment, thereby contributing to job
creation and economic development. Among the most significant legal strategies for addressing
the challenges facing Bakhtegan Wetland are the realization of sustainable development
principles, conducting comprehensive environmental impact assessments, ensuring the wise use
of the wetland, and adopting an ecosystem-based management approach.
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