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Abstract

The actions committed by the Israeli regime and its supporters in Gaza suggest that international
law, despite all its documents and under the auspices of its high-profile organizations, has played
no role. Everything that has been said so far about the laws of war, human rights, and humanitarian
law has been buried in this war, creating a graveyard of international treaties. The obligations
stipulated in the four Geneva Conventions, the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, peremptory norms prohibiting the use of force, and many
other international legal instruments—most of which are considered binding under customary
international law—were disregarded during Israel’s October 2023 attacks on Gaza. The claimants
of justice merely observed these blatant violations. It appears that international law continues to
suffer from its fundamental weakness: the lack of an appropriate enforcement mechanism. Those
wielding veto power can never realize global will or alleviate the immense human suffering.
Although human rights-compliant rules have been formulated at the legislative stage, these
provisions remain incapable of creating enforceable mechanisms in the absence of a binding
authority.
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